Ichetucknee Springs State Park

Approved
Unit Management Plan

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Division of Recreation and Parks
April 2021







FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF RO vemor
Environmental Protection Jeanette Nufiez

Lt. Governor

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Noah Valenstein
Secretary

April 12,2021

Mr. Steven Cutshaw

Division of Recreation and Parks
Department of Environmental Protection
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 525
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000

RE: Ichetucknee Springs State Park — Lease No. 2459

Dear Mr. Cutshaw,

On April 9, 2021, the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC) recommended
approval of the Ichetucknee Springs State Park management plan. Therefore, Division
of State Lands, Office of Environmental Services (OES), acting as agent for the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, hereby approves the Ichetucknee
Springs State Park management plan. The next management plan update is due April 9,
2031.

Pursuant to s. 253.034(5)(a), F.S., each management plan is required to “describe both
short-term and long-term management goals and include measurable objectives to
achieve those goals. Short-term goals shall be achievable within a 2-year planning
period, and long-term goals shall be achievable within a 10-year planning period.” Upon
completion of short-term goals, please submit a signed letter identifying categories, goals,
and results with attached methodology to the Division of State Lands, Office of
Environmental Services.

Pursuant to s. 259.032(8)(g), F.S., by July 1 of each year, each governmental agency and
each private entity designated to manage lands shall report to the Secretary of
Environmental Protection, via the Division of State Lands, on the progress of funding,
staffing, and resource management of every project for which the agency or entity is
responsible.

Pursuant to s. 259.032, F.S., and Chapter 18-2.021, F.A.C., management plans for areas
less than 160 acres may be handled in accordance with the negative response process.
This process requires small management plans and management plan amendments be
submitted to the Division of State Lands for review, and the Acquisition and Restoration
Council (ARC) for public notification. The Division of State Lands will approve these
plans or plan amendments submitted for review through delegated authority unless three
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or more ARC members request the division place the item on a future council meeting
agenda for review. To create better efficiency, improve customer service, and assist
members of the ARC, the Division of State Lands will notice negative response items on
Thursdays except for weeks that have State or Federal holidays that fall on Thursday or
Friday. The Division of State Lands will contact you on the appropriate Friday to inform
you if the item is approved via delegated authority or if it will be placed on a future ARC
agenda by request of the ARC members.

Pursuant to s. 259.036(2), F.S., management areas that exceed 1,000 acres in size, shall
be scheduled for a land management review at least every 5 years.

Conditional approval of this land management plan does not waive the authority or
jurisdiction of any governmental entity that may have an interest in this project.
Implementation of any upland activities proposed by this management plan may require a
permit or other authorization from federal and state agencies having regulatory
jurisdiction over those particular activities. Pursuant to the conditions of your lease,
please forward copies of all permits to this office upon issuance.

Sincerely,

Deborah Burr
Office of Environmental Services
Division of State Lands



Ichetucknee Springs State Park

Lead Agency:

Common Name of Property:
Location:

Acreage:
Acreage Breakdown

Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Recreation and Parks

Ichetucknee Springs State Park

Columbia and Suwannee counties

2,531.87 acres

Natural Communities Acres
Mesic Flatwoods 3.58
Mesic Hammock 7.28
Sandhill 835.33
Sinkhole 0.43
Upland Hardwood Forest 323.39
Upland Mixed Woodland 960.06
Alluvial Forest 57.77
Dome Swamp 2.77
Floodplain Marsh 11.14
Floodplain Swamp 65.67
Sinkhole Lake 1.11
Blackwater Stream 0.53
Spring-Run Stream 27.49
Altered Landcover Types
Clearing/Regeneration 1.09
Developed 55.77
Impoundment/Artificial Pond 0.25
Pine Plantation 118.03
Borrow Area 17.11
Spoil Area 16.74
Utility Corridor 15.11

Lease/Management Agreement Number: 2459

Use: Single Use

Management Responsibilities

Agency: Dept. of Environmental Protection, Division of Recreation and Parks

Responsibility: Public Outdoor Recreation and Conservation

Designated Land Use: Public outdoor recreation and conservation is

the designated single use of the property.

Sublease: None

Encumbrances: Three powerline easements cross the Ichetucknee River near
the South Takeout parking area. These easements were established decades
prior to acquisition as a state park. An easement management plan developed
in conjunction with Duke Power addresses maintenance, vegetation growth,

and resource management needs for this utility corridor.
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Unique Features

Overview: Ichetucknee Springs State Park is located in Columbia and
Suwannee counties, five miles northwest of Fort White off U.S. Highway 27
and State Road 238. The park centers around the six-mile long Ichetucknee
River. The park was initially acquired on January 6, 1970. Currently, the park
comprises 2,531.87 acres.

The purpose of Ichetucknee Springs State Park is to provide opportunities for
resource-based outdoor recreation and nature appreciation for the enjoyment
of Florida residents and visitors, while protecting and preserving
representative examples of upland karst topography, aquatic cave
environments, and water resources within the Ichetucknee and Santa Fe
watersheds. Under the unit classification system, the park is classified as a
state park.

Natural: The park encompasses 3.5 miles of the Ichetucknee River, am iconic
and hydrologically significant spring-run stream including eight major springs
as well as numerous seeps, before flowing into the Santa Fe River. The most
prominent aquatic karst features are two picturesque first and second
magnitude springs - the Ichetucknee Headspring and Blue Hole. Upland areas
of the park protect large tracts of hardwood forest, sandhill, floodplain forest,
and marsh, which are critical aquifer recharge areas within the regional
springshed and form a remarkable landscape for hiking, wildlife observation,
and interpretation of the Gulf Coastal Lowlands environment. The Ichetucknee
Trace tracts of the park protect three distinct hydrogeologic features, including
Rose, McCormick, and Saylor sinks, remarkable for deep karst depressions,
swallets, and prominent limestone outcroppings.

Archaeological /Historic: The park preserves various archaeological and
historic sites spanning the Weeden Island period through Spanish Mission
occupation to 20" century tobacco homesteads.

Management Goals, Objectives and Actions

Measurable objectives and actions have been identified for each of the
Division’s management goals for Ichetucknee Springs State Park. Please refer
to the Implementation Schedule and Cost Estimates in the Implementation
Component of this plan for a consolidated spreadsheet of the recommended
actions, measures of progress, target year for completion, and estimated costs
to fulfill the management goals and objectives of this park.

While the Division of Recreation and Parks utilizes the ten-year management
plan to serve as the basic statement of policy and future direction for each
park, various annual and short-term work plans provide more specific
guidance for DRP staff to accomplish many of the resource management goals
and objectives of the park. Where such detailed planning is appropriate to the
character and scale of the park’s natural resources, annual work plans are
developed for prescribed fire management, exotic plant management, and
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imperiled species management. Annual or longer-term work plans are
developed for natural community restoration and hydrological restoration.

The work plans provide the DRP with crucial flexibility in its efforts to generate
and implement adaptive resource management practices in the state park
system. The work plans are reviewed and updated annually. Through this
process, the resource management strategies of the DRP are systematically
evaluated to determine their effectiveness. The process and the information
collected is used to refine techniques, methodologies and strategies, and
ensures that each park’s prescribed management actions are monitored and
reported as required by Chapters 253.034 and 259.037, Florida Statutes.
The goals, objectives and actions identified in this management plan will
serve as the basis for developing annual work plans for the park. Since the
plan is based on conditions that exist at the time the plan is developed, the
annual work plans will provide the flexibility needed to adapt to future
conditions as they change during the ten-year management planning cycle.
As the park’s annual work plans are implemented through the ten-year cycle,
it may become necessary to adjust the management plan’s priority schedules
and cost estimates to reflect these changing conditions.

Natural Resource Management
Hydrological Management

Goal: Protect water quality and quantity in the park, restore hydrology
to the extent feasible and maintain the restored condition.

e Obijective: Conduct/obtain an assessment of the park’s hydrological
restoration needs.

o Objective: Restore natural hydrological conditions and functions to
approximately 10 acres of spring -run stream natural community.

e Obijective: Evaluate impacts of visitor use on the Ichetucknee River
system and mitigate as needed.

Natural Communities Management
Goal: Restore and maintain the natural communities/habitats of the

park.

o Objective: Within 10 years, have 1 ,460 acres of the park maintained
within the optimum fire return interval.

e Objective: Conduct habitat/natural community restoration activities on
225 acr es of upland pine and upland mixed woodland natural
communities.

e Objective: Conduct habitat/natural community improvement activities
on 25 acres of sandhill community.
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